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ments " the Government refused permission for
the employment of troops, but Kitchener was
allowed to collect a force of irregulars, police,
and friendlies; a few of his Sudanese smuggled
themselves in among this crowd. Osman was
located near Handub, 20 miles up the coast,
and on January 17, 1888, Kitchener led out his'
450 scalliwags to round him up. The attempt
failed; though 300 of the Arabs were killed
they were too strong to be routed, and, after
the friendlies had run away, Kitchener had
some difficulty in holding his own with the
trusted blacks. He himself was hit by a bullet
in the lower jaw, and Captain Hickman with-
drew the little force back to Suakin.
The wound was serious, and for over a
month Kitchener lay in hospital at Cairo. After
returning to Suakin for a short visit in March
he went home on leave. In September he re-
turned to take up duty as A.-G. in Cairo, where
Sir Francis Grenfell had succeeded Wood as
Sirdar. Almost immediately Kitchener was to
visit Suakin again. Osman Digna had pushed
right up to the forts of the town. The Sirdar
took a battalion of British and two battalions
of Sudanese to deal with him. In December
this force, together with the garrison, advanced
and drove off the Dervishes, killing 500 of
them. This was the end of activities in that
'district, and the A.-G. returned to his office at
Cairo.
From 1889 onwards his headquarters were
in the capital and for the first time in his life
Kitchener found it necessary to conform with'